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The administration team at the School of
Pharmacy and Medical Sciences at Uni SA
for raising approximately $500 at their 2009
Melbourne Cup Luncheon

Sedan Hotel and community: $1000 donation
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Adelaide, Spruikit, SA Life, Epicure Catering and
Embellish Flowers and Gifts, and Pro Show.
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Marsh, Amy Schapel,Amy Taylor and Jessica

Wadey

Coopers Foundation: donated $9090 towards
the ‘Making Sense of Seven Senses Project’.
Victoria Kapetanos (Ray White Semaphore)
$2,500 donation towards therapy, toys and

equipment.

School Inclusion Program

This year, our biggest achievement has been
the further development of a highly motivated,
enthusiastic and qualified team who are
supportive and encouraging of each other, our
clients and their families.We have launched our
new name to highlight our teams’ main focus,
inclusion. Our fact sheet clearly defines how this

can be promoted.

Our team is constantly seeking new ways to
best meet the needs of our ever increasing
client group; with an average of 40 new clients
a month.To improve our effectiveness, we
have increased our access to technology
utilising notebooks and mobile internet access
to improve efficiency. Also, Centra and video
conferencing to facilitate country services.

We have made a number of additions to our

metropolitan and country.

Many parents have chosen our Education
support package as part of ‘Helping children
with Autism’ funding which allows access
to Occupational Therapy, Speech Pathology,
ASD Consultant/Teacher and Developmental
Educator support in the school environment.

Our team has participated in providing Positive looks a thousand dollars better than he did before!
Partnership training and a number of social skill

Autism SA thanks the
following organisations
and individuals for their
support:

l\J/tism SA Staff enjoying the night at
‘Masquerade Ball at the Adelaide Town Hall’

Attention: Professionals

Please remember to visit
www.autismsa.org.au
for a listing of current Professional
Development opportunities.

Victoria Kapetanos (Ray White Semaphore) and
David Palmer, Assistant Community Relations

Sedan Hotel - Big Ken Shave!

Ken Gordon from Swan Reach is a regular customer
at Sedan Hotel and has been growing his beard for
about 25 years.A comment was made (over a drink

or two) about how much better he might look
without his beard, but he would not give it up!

So staff at the Sedan Hotel approached him and asked
Ken if he would shave off his beard if the community
raised $1000 in 5c pieces and donated it to a cause
service with the management and developmentdose to his heart. Having two young grandchildren

of a new Professional Development series
for school staff as well as a range of newly

living with autism, he agreed to the Shave Off!

Diagnostic Service Report

The Diagnostic service engages with the general
community in a variety of ways. Phone and email
contact, or the provision of written information,

is available to help parents, family members and
professionals through the assessment process.
Information regarding the behaviours that may

be indicative of an Autism Spectrum Disorder

is discussed, information is provided about the
diagnostic procedures that are available across
the State, and diagnostic assessments themselves
are conducted by the service.An assessment
that establishes the diagnosis that best describes
the individual enables access to information

to help those who work with and care for the
individual to understand their presentation,

and allows access to appropriate supports and
programming/intervention strategies.

PAKA Halloween Party

On Saturday October 31 the PAKA team had

the privilege of watching as 60 children dressed

in Halloween costumes ‘trick or treat’ their way
around the PAKA Halloween Party. They went
fishing for pumpkins to earn a lucky dip. They
made magic potions.They tossed beanbags into
cauldrons and won a prize.Vampires, witches,
princesses and the occasional Transformer
bounced on the jumping castles, scoffed sausages
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parents shepherded them around a hall staffed

by volunteers. There was not a single major
argument or disagreement, and the volunteer

first aid guys were not required to patch anyone
up. It was just a happy afternoon in suburban
Adelaide.
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Sage Tulloch-Hoskins at PAKA'’s Halloween Party

The local community from Sedan and Swan Reach \what made it extra special was that this was
developed customised training services for bothas well as their extended families managed to

raise $1000 in approximately 18 months. Another

an event for children with Autism Spectrum
Disorder and their siblings and families. No one

wonderful example of true country community spirit! stared at them, complained about them, or told
The ‘Shave Off’ Day was huge! The pub was packed their parents they needed to discipline them

with Ken’s family and friends, all quite excited to see better. There was no need for explanations. No
the end result. Ken was quite nervous, but showed naieed for anyone to say “I'm sorry, he’s autistic,

hesitation in fulfilling his part of the bargain.
As you can see below the beard came off and he

development groups.We aim to keep developing

an already strong partnership with the
educational sectors and allied agencies with a

clear focus of successful inclusion for our clients.

We look forward to next year and the
challenges and exciting developments it will

bring.

Dave, Ken, Sue, and Sam

and...”. For the kids, most importantly, it was an
opportunity to have fun and just be themselves.

Parents Assisting Kids with Autism (PAKA)
would like to thank our wonderful volunteers
and sponsors who helped make this event
possible.

PAKA is a small, parent led group and without
the help of volunteers, our events would not be
possible.

If you would like to be involved with PAKA,
please contact Amanda on 8351 9786 or Kylie
on 8293 4407, or email pakal@iprimus.com.au

November 2009 3



